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     Temporally and spatially averaged air-sea fluxes for the Mediterranean Sea were computed from surface fields output by COAMPS reanalyses
conducted for the year 1999. The COAMPS air-sea fluxes were compared with climatological values computed by May (1986) from GOADS
observations and with some other estimates.

    The mean windstress fields output by COAMPS for 1999 are fairly consistent with the climatological windstresses in both magnitude and
direction, and there is good agreement between COAMPS and the climatology for the main wind features. The pattern of the mean surface heat
flux from COAMPS for 1999 is consistent with the climatology in terms of generally higher net cooling in the northern Mediterranean than in
the south, and stronger cooling in the areas of stronger mean winds. However, the COAMPS mean total heat flux for the Mediterranean for 1999
(-37 W/m2) is lower than the mean estimated from the Gibraltar inflow (-7 W/m2) and is outside estimates of the interannual range of the annual

mean surface heat flux (-25 to 15 W/m2).
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